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Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of Species I, Claims 1-18, 32-51, and 62-64 
in the reply filed on 7/12/2007 is acknowledged. However, Claim 51 recites the direction as apart 
of notification shall not be included in the group, because it belongs to Species II. Therefore, 
Claim 51 is withdrawn for consideration by the Examiner. The Examiner apologizes for his 
error make in the previous communication. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities. 

- The term 'Tig. 3" in line 30, page 8 shall be changed to "Fig. 4". 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. Claims 1-3, 17-18, 32-36, 49-50, and 62-64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Valleriano et al. (US 20040075752 Al). 

Valleriano teaches an image-capture event monitoring method comprising the steps of: 
- for Claim 1, (a) receiving, from multiple different sources, image-capture event 
notifications and deriving from each notification a location parameter indicative of where an 
image capture event has occurred; (sections 0046, 0052-0054; Fig. 4; Multiple stations 54 and 
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stages 56 are the sources. Location IDs of the sources, other information, and captured image are 
delivered to equipment 61. The location IDs and other information are image-capture event 
notifications to notify the capture related data.) 

- for Claim 1, (b) using said location parameters to associate image-capture events into 
one or more clusters; (sections 0056, 0060; The location information is as a separator to generate 
clusters of event.) 

- for Claim 1, (c) analyzing a said cluster of image-capture events in dependence on at 
least one further parameter of each event, (section 0062; Analysis is done to find the images 
associated a person in the clusters through his tag ED.) 

- for Claim 2, wherein in step (c) said at least one further parameter comprises a time 
indicative of when a said event occurred; (section 0052) 

- for Claim 3, wherein the time indicative of when a said event occurred is provided by 

one of: 

- a timestamp generated at the time of image capture by apparatus effecting the image 
capture event, the timestamp being included in the image-capture event notification; (section 
0052) 

- a timestamp indicative of the time of transmission of the image-capture event 
notification from the corresponding source; 

- the time of receipt in step (a) of the corresponding image-capture event notification; 
(section 0052) 
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— for Claim 17 , wherein events over a predetermined age are discarded at least for the 
purposes of step (c); (section 0056; The images are grouped first for a stage and then clustered 
according to time. Pictures before the time are discarded from the particular cluster.) 

— for Claim 18, wherein for the purposes of step (c), events over a predetermined age are 
given reduced weight as compared to other events of the same cluster; (sections 0056-0057; The 
images are grouped first for a stage as a first cluster and then grouped further into sub-clusters 
according to time. Pictures before a time identified by the time gap are discarded from a cluster 
corresponding to a particular group of participants, namely they given a reduced weight down to 
zero.) 

for Claim 32, in which results of the analysis carried out in step (c) are sent to a remote 
party in response to an information request, (sections 0024, 0037; When a customer requests 
information on-line for potential purchase, the results are sent remotely through network.) 

The above-cited passages and section 0024 (the Kodak EPX is a server.) teaches the 
method of Claim 33. 

Valleriano teaches a service system for monitoring image-capture events, the system 
comprising: 

— for Claim 34, an input interface for receiving, from multiple different sources, image- 
capture event notifications and for deriving from each notification a location parameter 
indicative of where an image-capture event has occurred; (sections 0046, 0052-0054; Fig. 4; 
Multiple stations 54 and stages 56 are the sources. Location IDs of the sources, other 
information, and captured image are delivered to equipment 61. The location IDs and other 
information are image-capture event notifications to notify the capture related data.) 
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— for Claim 34, a data store for storing data derived from said event notifications; 
(element 60 of Fig. 4) 

— for Claim 34, a first processing arrangement for using said location parameters to 
associate image-capture events into one or more clusters; (sections 0056, 0060; The location 
information is as a separator to generate clusters of event.) 

— for Claim 34, a second processing arrangement for analyzing a said cluster of image- 
capture events in dependence on at least one further parameter of each event, (section 0062; 
Analysis is done to find the images associated a person in the clusters through his tag ID.) 

— for Claim 35, wherein the said at least one further parameter in dependence upon which 
the second processing arrangement is arranged to carry out its analysis of said cluster, comprises 
a time indicative of when a said event occurred.; (section 0052) 

— for Claim 36, wherein the time indicative of when a said event occurred is provided by 
a timestamp included in the corresponding image-capture event notification, the input interface 
being arranged to store this timestamp and the second processing means being arranged to 
receive the timestamp from the data store as required for carrying out its analysis of the 
corresponding event cluster; (section 0052) 

— for Claim 49 , wherein the system is arranged to discard events over a predetermined 
age at least for the purposes of the analysis which the second processing arrangement is arranged 
to effect; (section 0056; The images are grouped first for a stage and then clustered according to 
time. Pictures before the time are discarded from the particular cluster.) 

— for Claim 50, wherein the second processing arrangement is arranged to give events 
over a predetermined age a reduced weight as compared to other events of the same cluster; 
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(sections 0056-0057; The images are grouped first for a stage as a first cluster and then grouped 
further into sub-clusters according to time. Pictures before a time identified by the time gap are 
discarded from a cluster corresponding to a particular group of participants, namely they given a 
reduced weight down to zero.) 

— for Claim 62, wherein the said at least one further parameter comprises a camera 
setting value; (header data in Fig. 7) 

~ for Claim 63, wherein said camera setting is focus distance; (header data in Fig. 7: 
focus setting) 

- for Claim 64, further comprising a request handler for sending results of the analysis 
carried out by the second processing arrangement to a remote party in response to an information 
request, (sections 0024, 0037; When a customer requests information on-line for potential 
purchase, the results are sent remotely through network.) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 4-16 and 37-48 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter. 
The prior art fails to teach the methods of Claims 4, 9-10, 16 and the systems of Claims 37, 38, 
42, 43, 48, which specifically comprise the following features in combination with other recited 
limitations: 
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for Claims 9 and 42, producing, for a said cluster, an activity profile representing the 
rate of occurrence of events with respect to their time of occurrence; 

for Claims 10 and 43, determining a periodicity in the time of occurrence of events of 
a said cluster; 

for Claim 16, making successive determinations of a centre of accretion of events to a 
said cluster, and inferring movement of a subject of said image-capture events where the 
centre of accretion is determined to be changing in a non-random manner; 

for Claim 37, wherein the time indicative of when a said event occurred is the time of 
receipt of the corresponding image-capture event notification, the system including a time- 
indication arrangement for providing an indication of this time of receipt to the second 
processing arrangement, 

for Claim 38, wherein the second processing arrangement is arranged to determine the 
current rate of occurrence of image-capture events for a cluster and to generating an alert 
when a threshold value for this rate is reached. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record in form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wenpeng Chen whose telephone number is 571-272-743 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta can be reached on 571-272-7453. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 571-273-8300 for regular 
communications and 571-273-8300 for After Final communications. TC 2600's customer service 
number is 571-272-2600. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

i 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 

Wenpeng Chen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2624 

October 1,2007 




